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Top 3 Craziest Homes in the World 

Free Spirit Houses (British Columbia, Canada) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Gangster's House (Archangelsk, Russia)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Latest Project……  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you do when the site has an old state house on the 

front, and not enough access? Knock a hole through the rear 

fence, and build a lovely new home (later we will bowl the old 

house and improve the access). This stunning, creative, design 

on a very restrictive site in Orakei is another success. The 

upstairs, open-plan living area onto a large, spacious deck 

picture frames the view of Rangitoto and the harbour. Large 

opening doors to the deck go right back, and really makes for 

indoor outdoor living. Private Master Bedroom, ensuite and 

huge wardrobe are some of the other key features, along with 

the flexible bedroom/entertainment room downstairs. Another 

Goldline nugget soon to be finished. 

 

Director’s note:  

 

Hello everyone, 
Welcome to the third issue of our newsletter. With the soccer 
world cup and winter fast approaching, I thought it would be 
good to focus on ways to keep your family warm and happy. 
Enjoy our newsletter as our way of keeping you informed about 
building, and other interesting items.  

 

 

 

             Golden Nugget Newsletter 

                           Goldline Construction Ltd                                 

www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz 

These wooden spheres can be 

hung from any solid surface 

(tree, cliff, bridge, etc.) and are 

accessed by a spiral stairway or a 

short suspension bridge. A web 

of rope grasps onto a strong 

point, essentially replacing the 

foundation of a conventional 

building. You can anchor points 

on the top and bottom to 

prevent swinging or just let it 

loose and enjoy the ride. 

 

So disparate in materials and shapes, this hodgepodge house looks 

like it’s been welded and glued together. But this is no hobo-

construction; it was designed by the Professor of architecture and 

interior design at the University of Cincinnati, Terry Brown, and was 

recently on the market for an estimated $400K.  

 

TOP 
3 of 10 

Dennis Peat, Director of 
Goldline Construction Ltd 

Here we are half-way 

through another year 

already. As the years go 

by we all find ourselves 

suffering from the 

‘future shock’ syndrome. 

Issue 3 

June 2010 

 Though incomplete, the “Gangster House” is believed to be the world's 

tallest wooden house, soaring thirteen floors to reach 144 feet (about 

half the size of London’s Big Ben). The homeowner or gangster, Nikolai 

Sutyagin, had all intentions of finishing the construction but his dream 

went on hold when he got locked up behind bars for his third jail 

sentence. Now out of jail and out of money, the ex-convict lives at the 

bottom of this precarious tower of wood. 

Mushroom House (Cincinnati, Ohio) 

 

The pace of life and the speed 

and variety of changes around us 

can almost swamp us at times. 

We know the importance of 

gathering good professionals and 

support groups around us, so 

that we get good advice and 

service, and to make our lives a 

little less chaotic and pressured. 

We pass this on to our clients 

and friends so that each of us can 

share and benefit one another. 

Enjoy our Newsletter, and pass 

this on to others. 

Dennis Peat 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK6B/www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz
http://f.imagehost.org/view/0968/a241_gangster
http://f.imagehost.org/view/0968/a241_gangster
http://f.imagehost.org/view/0108/a241_mushroom
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The Perfect Hot Chocolate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4 easy ways to winter proofing your home: 

It's that time of the year again. Winter is coming. If you are an optimist, you picture winter as 

a time to snuggle in front of the fire and sip hot cocoa. Otherwise, you see winter as a time 

of high energy bills and flu season. Due to the economy and growing environmental 

awareness, many of us are pretty energy-conscious this year. Nonetheless, the prospect of 

winter-proofing your home can seem daunting – but there are easy and simple steps you can 

take to make your home more winter-proof without a complete overhaul. 

1. Seal the drafty windows and doors. 

Your winterization plan should start inside your home. First, check for air leaks around 

the doors and windows. Apply weather stripping to doors and windows. Weather 

stripping is inexpensive and easy to apply – it should be put along the edges of windows 

and doors, including basement and attic windows and the garage. According to experts, 

leaky windows and doors can increase heating bills by at least 10 to 15%. You can check 

for leaks simply by holding the back of your hand to the cracks around your doors and 

windows. Since the back of your hand is more sensitive, you’ll be able to easily tell if air is 

coming in. Use weather stripping and caulking to take care of drafts. 
 

2. Put a hat on your home. 

Insulating your attic is like putting a winter hat on your house. It keeps heat from 

escaping through the roof – remember heat rises. While you are focusing on the top of 

your house, check your gutters and see that they are clean and free of debris, and check 

your chimney for air leaks. Such leaks can be sealed easily with caulk. 
 

3. Install thick curtains, to help insulate the cold coming in through the glass. 
 

4. Use a timer for heaters.  

Programming heaters to switch on about an hour before you get home, and switch off 

when you go to sleep or not at home, is an easy way to save on electricity bills. Using a 

thermostat will also mean that you can control the temperature that you and your family 

is comfortable with. There’s no need to make your home a sauna, an ideal temperature 

for the home is between 20 to 23 degrees centigrade. 

 
 
 Soccer facts 
 

With soccer fever about to hit the world in the coming months, we thought it would be a 

good idea to give you some interesting soccer facts that you can share with your friends and 

family. 

 A single soccer player runs about 7 miles during an entire game. 

 More than 80% of the world's soccer balls are produced in Pakistan. 

 Brazil is the only nation to make an appearance in every World Cup final. It is also the 

only country to lift the trophy five times.  

 The Fastest goal in a World Cup match was scored by Czechoslovakia's Vaclav Masek 

after only 16 seconds against Mexico in 1962.  

 The largest attendance for a soccer match ever was 199,854 people - Brazil v. Uruguay 

in the World Cup at the Maracana Municipal Stadium, Rio de Janeiro, July 1950. 

 Soccer was originally called association football. "Soccer" is a corruption of "assoc" 

which is derived in turn from "association”. 

 Most amount of goals scored in a professional match: 16 goals scored by participant in 

a single soccer match- Stephan Stanis from France playing in the year 1942 for Racing 

Club de Lens. 

 Edson Arantes do Nascimento, or better known as Pele, is a national hero in his home 

country of Brazil. He was part of the Brazil teams that won the World Cup 3 times, his 

first at the age of 17. He was also top goal scorer in the Brazilian league at the age of 

16, and is known to have his country call a ceasefire during a civil war so people could 

watch him play. 

 

Ingredients 

 

 

 

Steps 

1. Melt butter in the pan. 

2. Break up the chocolate and melt on a low heat in a 

saucepan, stirring occasionally to prevent chocolate 

sticking to the bottom of the pot.  

3. Meanwhile heat the milk in the microwave, but do 

not let it boil.  

4. When all of the chocolate is melted, (and while on 

low heat still) grab your whisk and add milk little by 

little and whisk away. Add more milk and keep 

whisking until the chocolate and milk are blended. 

5. Bring the heat up and heat to your liking.  

If everyone likes sugar, you may want to add it now. 

And serve in big mugs with a dollop of whipped 

cream. Some cocoa powder dusted on top makes it 

look extra nice. 

Other toppings include: ice cream cubes (place 

softened ice cream in ice cube trays, once set,  

add to hot chocolate. Try different flavours! 

 

 

6. Enjoy.  

 

 

 

 Your favourite good 

quality Chocolate. 

(Lindt Chocolate bars 

are my favourite) 

 Milk (full fat is best) 

 Whipped cream 

 Cocoa powder  

to dust 

 A small amount 

of butter 

 Sugar to taste 

 
“The world as we have created it 
is a process of our thinking. It can 
not be changed without changing 
our thinking.”    Albert Einstien 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 m&m's  

 licuorice  

 cinnamon stick  

 peppermint stick  

 candy cane  

 marshmallows  

 chocolate shavings  
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Wood fireplace 

Nothing beats the old classic. Many people feel there is nothing that can 

match the look, feel and smell of a true wood-burning fireplace. As 

technology improves, the choices available to prospective fireplace 

owners continue to grow. And the increased level of cleanliness and 

convenience of modern fireplaces can make them a very viable alternative 

to gas fireplaces.  

There are two main types of wood-burning fireplaces:  

 Traditional wood-burning fireplaces are generally constructed of 

masonry or factory-built out of cast-iron, plate steel or even lighter 

metals such as aluminum. 

 Clean-burning fireplaces (as their name suggests) provide the most 

efficient burning of wood to lessen creosote buildup and the emission 

of environmental pollutants such as Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx)  

Since your fireplace will be a focal point in your home, you'll need to 

balance the cost of implementation and installation with the continuing 

cost of maintaining a fireplace over the years. Be sure to pick whichever of 

the three options you feel will be the best compromise between 

performance and aesthetic charm.   

If you require plenty of heat, the clean-burning fireplaces will be the most 

attractive. The newer options are closed-combustion systems requiring 

glass fireplace doors. Although these are more efficient choices, some 

people feel that the steel and glass doors make the fireplace too 

“removed” from the room in which it is located. This is certainly a valid 

complaint.  

For those who prefer the more traditional ‘open' fireplace, you may have 

to accept some heat loss as the price for the ambience of that faint wood 

smoke smell and the un-muffled crackling of pitch or the visible appeal of 

a burning log, un-obscured by the tempered glass present in more 

modern fixtures.  

Pros  Cons 

 Aesthetics of a “real” fire - 
smell, crackling sound, 
dancing flames  

 Exercise of chopping wood & 
physically building a fire  

 Firewood is readily available 
in many areas  

 Can be used as supplemental 
heat source  

 Self-sufficiency in a disaster 
scenario  

 One of the most economical 
fuels  

 

 Cleaning the fireplace; emptying 
and hauling ashes  

 Requires a chimney/flue for 
ventilation  

 Inexpert use may cause odours 
and smoke  

 Fire is less autonomous than 
other options  

 No “on/off” switch  

 Less uniform heat output 

 Wood storage  

 Bad installation can result in dirty, 
ashen smoke emitted from 
chimney  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gas Heater 
Gas fireplaces are available in either vented or ventless models. Vented 

models use either a traditional chimney/flue or else a purpose-built vent 

pipe, while ventless models would be more accurately termed “room-

vented”. They require no special venting, which means that they can be 

installed in apartments or other locations where outside ventilation simply 

isn't a choice. As well, since there are no hot gases escaping through the 

chimney, maximum heat radiates into the room. Conversely, any gases 

which are released go into the room in which the fireplace is located, 

which makes ventless fireplaces a questionable choice for some extremely 

airtight homes. However, ventless fireplaces are completely safe and 

healthy as long as your home has adequate air exchange in place.  

The most attractive characteristic of a gas fireplace is its “instant-on” 

ability. There are those who love the experience of chopping kindling, 

building a small pile on some paper, and painstakingly lighting a wood fire. 

But for the rest of us, an instantly warm gas fireplace allows the enjoyment 

of dancing flames on our own schedule.  

        Pros           Cons 

 Cleaner burning than a wood 
fireplace  

 Easier to start a fire than a 
wood fireplace - simply flip a 
switch  

 Flexible installation options  

 Uniform heat output  

 Easily controlled flame height  

 Can be used as a supplemental 
heat source  

 Reduced requirement for 
human interaction with fire  

 Doesn't have the same 
ambience (smell, sound) of 
wood fireplace  

 May be unusable in long 
power outage  

 Fossil fuels are not 
environmentally friendly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Call Dennis NOW on 533-7522 or 027 294 4909 we will be glad to  

answer any questions you have or visit or website 

www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz for more information about Goldline 

 

A Special offer as a new valued strategic alliance partner, we would like to give you a FREE iPod 

Nano (valued at $249.00) for any referral or work you send our way! It’s our special way of saying thank 

you for the start of our new relationship.  
Conditions apply; this offer is only available to the referrer when a building contract is signed for the work. Just mention this offer, and once 

confirmation is made this iPod Nano is all yours. Offer ends 1 August 2010 

Special 

Offer 

http://www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz/
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To view this or our previous newsletter, just visit our website at www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz and go to ‘Our Building Services’ page.         
 
These are some of the great companies we use when doing an alteration or building a new home:  
 
       
 
If you wish to unsubscribe from our mailing list please send an e-mail to goldline@ihug.co.nz  with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line. In 
submitting this email, you are confirming that you wish to no longer receive the Golden Nugget Newsletter. 

  
                                       Future Proof Building 

 
 
Future-Proof Building is proud to have Goldline Construction involved in our “Future-Proof Building” programme. Future-Proof 
Building works with leading trades people in New Zealand using education to keep them abreast of new products, design and 
specification advances. FPB also boasts a portfolio of the leading product companies in the building industry who are just as 
passionate about delivering quality through excellence, ensuring that homeowners are provided with a better home to live in now, 
that’s worth more in the future.  
 
Future-Proof Building (FPB) means incorporating into your home features and solutions that will improve your quality of life now 
and ensure your home maintains and improves its future value.  The FPB initiative acts as a badge of confidence for consumers and 
encourages building professionals to use innovative building practices and high-quality products. This is achieved through 
consideration of eight key principle icons including: Energy Efficiency, Sound Control, Resource Responsibility, Space Management, 
Health and Safety and Life-Cycle Costing, Security and Automation and Quality Assurance. 
 
Our work with Goldline Construction shows our vote of confidence in Goldlines building practices. This also allows Goldlines clients 
to have and independent trusted third party to help inform them on how to make their home future proof and provide them with all 
the information they need to make sure they have the knowledge to make the right decisions for their home with confidence. To 
learn about Future-Proof Building visit www.fpb.co.nz. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Property People specialise in property 
maintenance and renovations.  With clients in the 
commercial, investment and residential sector we provide 
full guarantees over our workmanship and service delivery, 
ensuring you deal with trusted, accountable and quality 
business. 

 

Offer for all Goldline clients: 
Any job booked with us from this month’s Goldline newsletter will receive a FREE 12 month Homestyle magazine 

subscription.  So call us now for an FREE quote if you have any general maintenance or a renovation project to get started.  

Bookings must be confirmed by the 31st August 2010.  Call Gabrielle NOW on 021 777 191 

 

 

FREE   

12 Months  

Homestyle 

Magazine 

http://www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz/
http://www.goldlineconstruction.co.nz/wawcs0140162/ln-our-building-services.html
mailto:goldline@ihug.co.nz
http://www.carters.co.nz/
http://www.bradnams.co.nz/
http://www.dimond.co.nz/
http://www.yellowfox.co.nz

